
Martin OM-45: A Look at the Features and Design that Make
it a Top-of-the-Line Guitar

Martin guitars have a long-standing reputation for their superior quality and craftsmanship,
making them a top choice for professional musicians and collectors alike. Among the various
Martin guitar models, the Martin OM-45 stands out as a symbol of luxury and prestige. In this
guide, we will explore the history and significance of the Martin OM-45 acoustic guitar, its
unique features, and why it is considered a top-of-the-line instrument.

The Martin OM-45 is a modern version of the original Orchestra Model (OM) guitar, which was
introduced in the 1930s as a response to the changing demands of guitar players. The OM-45
was first introduced in the 1930s and was designed to be a high-end acoustic guitar for
professional musicians. Today, the Martin OM-45 continues to be a highly sought-after
instrument for its top-of-the-line design and craftsmanship.

The purpose of this guide is to provide an in-depth overview of the Martin OM-45 guitar,
including its features, design, and sound quality. Whether you are a seasoned guitar player or
an aspiring collector, this guide will provide you with a comprehensive understanding of what
makes the Martin OM-45 a top-of-the-line acoustic guitar.

 

Features of the Martin OM-45 Guitar

The Martin OM-45 is a highly sought-after acoustic guitar, known for its exceptional features that
contribute to its sound, playability, and aesthetics. Here are some of the key features that make
the Martin OM-45 a top-of-the-line guitar:

1. Wood type: The Martin OM-45 is made from high-quality, rare tonewoods, such as
Brazilian rosewood and Adirondack spruce. These woods are known for their
exceptional tone and resonance, which contribute to the rich and warm sound of the
guitar.

2. Body shape: The Martin OM-45 features a smaller body shape, known as the orchestra
model, which offers a balanced tone and comfortable playing experience. The guitar
also has a cutaway design, which allows for easier access to the higher frets.

3. Inlay design: The Martin OM-45 is known for its intricate and beautiful inlay design,
featuring abalone and pearl accents. The inlay work is done by skilled artisans, adding
to the guitar's overall aesthetic appeal.

4. Bracing pattern: The Martin OM-45 features scalloped bracing, which allows for greater
flexibility and responsiveness in the guitar's sound.
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5. Neck shape: The Martin OM-45 has a comfortable, slim profile neck that allows for easy
playing and chord changes. The neck is also made from high-quality tonewoods, such
as mahogany or maple, which contribute to the guitar's overall tone and resonance.

Understanding these features and how they impact the sound, playability, and aesthetics of the
Martin OM-45 is essential when evaluating and purchasing the guitar. The Martin OM-45 is a
top-of-the-line guitar, designed for the discerning musician who demands the best in sound and
quality.

 

Design of the Martin OM-45 Guitar

The Martin OM-45 is an iconic guitar that boasts top-of-the-line design features that are both
elegant and intricate. The design is inspired by the early 1900s and incorporates elements from
the Art Deco era. Martin first introduced the OM-45 in 1930, and it has since become one of the
most sought-after and collectible guitars in the world.

One of the most notable design features of the Martin OM-45 is its intricate inlay work. The
guitar is adorned with exquisite mother-of-pearl inlays that are expertly crafted and placed
throughout the instrument. The inlays are meticulously designed and arranged to create
stunning patterns and shapes, adding to the overall aesthetic appeal of the guitar.

The Martin OM-45 also features a striking abalone soundhole rosette, which adds to the guitar's
elegant appearance. The abalone rosette is crafted with precision and care, showcasing the
attention to detail that goes into the creation of each Martin OM-45 guitar.

In addition to the inlay work and rosette, the Martin OM-45 also boasts a stunning finish. The
guitar is finished in a high-gloss lacquer that gives it a shiny and polished look. The finish is not
only visually appealing but also helps to protect the guitar from wear and tear over time.

Overall, the design of the Martin OM-45 is truly one of a kind. The guitar is a work of art that
showcases the skilled craftsmanship and attention to detail that Martin is known for. The
intricate inlay work, abalone rosette, and high-gloss finish all come together to create a guitar
that is both visually stunning and musically exceptional.
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Sound Quality of the Martin OM-45 Guitar

The Martin OM-45 is renowned for its exceptional sound quality, which is achieved through a
combination of expert craftsmanship and carefully selected materials. The wood type used in
the construction of the guitar is an important factor in determining its sound quality, and the
Martin OM-45 is no exception.

The top of the guitar is made from high-quality Adirondack spruce, which is known for its
strength, durability, and tonal clarity. This wood has a tight grain and a high stiffness-to-weight
ratio, which allows it to produce a clear and well-defined sound with excellent projection.

The back and sides of the guitar are made from rare and highly prized Brazilian rosewood,
which is known for its rich, complex tone with warm bass and sparkling treble. Brazilian
rosewood has a unique pattern of grain and color, which adds to the visual appeal of the guitar.

In addition to the wood type, the bracing pattern of the Martin OM-45 is also designed to
optimize the guitar's sound quality. The X-bracing pattern is used to support the top of the
guitar, while the scalloped braces provide greater resonance and projection.

Overall, the sound quality of the Martin OM-45 is characterized by a balanced and full-bodied
tone with excellent projection and sustain. Whether playing fingerstyle or with a pick, the guitar
produces a rich and expressive sound that is sure to delight players and listeners alike.

Compared to other high-end acoustic guitars, the Martin OM-45 holds its own with its
exceptional sound quality. It is a favorite among professional musicians and serious guitar
enthusiasts who demand the best in terms of tone and playability.
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Playability of the Martin OM-45 Guitar

The playability of a guitar is an important factor to consider when choosing a high-end
instrument like the Martin OM-45. The neck shape, action, and overall feel of the guitar can
greatly impact the playing experience and can vary from player to player.

The Martin OM-45 has a comfortable neck shape that is known as the Modified Low Oval with
Performing Artist Taper. This design allows for easy movement up and down the neck while still
providing support for the player's hand. Additionally, the fingerboard is made of ebony, which is
a smooth and durable material that enhances the playability of the guitar.

The action, or the height of the strings above the frets, is another important aspect of playability.
The Martin OM-45 has a low action, meaning the strings are close to the frets, making it easier
to play fast and intricate passages. However, the action can be adjusted to suit the player's
preferences if needed.

In terms of overall feel, the Martin OM-45 is known for its balanced and responsive tone, which
makes it a versatile guitar for a variety of playing styles. Whether playing fingerstyle or with a
pick, the Martin OM-45 responds well to the player's touch and allows for expressive playing.

Ultimately, the playability of the Martin OM-45 is a key factor in its reputation as a top-of-the-line
guitar. Its comfortable neck shape, low action, and balanced tone make it a joy to play for both
beginners and experienced players alike.

 

Maintenance and Care for the Martin OM-45 Guitar

The Martin OM-45 guitar is a high-end instrument that requires proper maintenance and care to
ensure it retains its excellent sound quality and visual appeal. Here are some tips on how to
take care of your Martin OM-45:

1. Cleaning: Regular cleaning is essential for maintaining the guitar's finish and keeping it
looking new. Use a soft, dry cloth to remove any dust and fingerprints from the guitar's
surface. Avoid using any harsh chemicals or abrasive cleaners as they can damage the
guitar's finish.

2. Humidity Control: The Martin OM-45 guitar is made of high-quality wood, and exposure
to extreme humidity levels can cause the wood to expand or contract, leading to cracks
and other damage. Therefore, it is recommended to store the guitar in a cool, dry place,
preferably with a humidity level between 45-55%. You can use a humidifier or
dehumidifier to maintain the ideal humidity level.
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3. String Replacement: Regular string replacement is essential for maintaining the guitar's
sound quality. Strings tend to lose their tone and brightness over time, and it is
recommended to replace them every few months or as needed. You can use high-
quality strings made specifically for the Martin OM-45 guitar for the best sound quality.

4. Adjustments and Repairs: The Martin OM-45 guitar requires periodic adjustments and
repairs to maintain its playability and sound quality. For example, the guitar's neck may
need adjustment to ensure proper intonation, or the frets may require dressing to
eliminate buzzing or dead spots. It is recommended to take the guitar to a professional
luthier or guitar technician for such adjustments and repairs.

5. Storage: When not in use, it is recommended to store the Martin OM-45 guitar in its case
to protect it from dust, humidity, and other environmental factors. The case should be
placed in a cool, dry place, away from direct sunlight or extreme temperatures.

By following these maintenance and care tips, you can ensure your Martin OM-45 guitar stays in
top condition and retains its excellent sound quality and visual appeal for years to come.

 

In conclusion, the Martin OM-45 is a top-of-the-line acoustic guitar that boasts exceptional
features and design, as well as superior sound quality. This guitar is highly sought after by
professional musicians and collectors alike, and is a true testament to Martin's reputation for
quality and craftsmanship.

Throughout this guide, we have explored the various features, design, and sound quality of the
Martin OM-45. We have also discussed the importance of understanding these factors when
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evaluating and purchasing a guitar, as well as proper maintenance and care to ensure the
longevity and performance of the instrument.

If you are in the market for a high-end acoustic guitar that offers unmatched playability and
sound quality, the Martin OM-45 is definitely worth considering. Whether you are a professional
musician or a serious collector, the Martin OM-45 is a truly special instrument that is sure to
exceed your expectations.

We hope that this guide has provided valuable insights and information to help you make an
informed decision about the Martin OM-45. Remember, investing in a top-of-the-line instrument
like the Martin OM-45 is an investment in your craft and your passion for music, and is sure to
bring joy and inspiration for years to come.
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