
Handpan Buying Guide: Choosing Your First Good
Handpan

The haunting setting of a wonderful handpan sounds fantastic, carrying its description
far into any enchantment spell created by ethereal tones. Thus, the charm must have
drawn you, considering an investment in your first handpan. Choosing a handpan tends
to overwhelm you, with so many available and their own unique considerations for such
an unusual instrument. This guide will smooth away your stress so that you can know
what to look for and what to avoid, and select a handpan that meets your musical
requirements and preferences. By the time we finish this article, you will feel very
confident and ready to find a handpan that is not just good but excellent for your needs.

What Defines a Quality Handpan?

A good handpan means a good name in virtue of the workmanship, sound quality, and
durability. It can mellow, hollow, and discriminate tones that resonate with harmony for each
note. Therefore, the handpan needs to be tuned for all notes, and this tuning must be absolute:
a note in one handpan must always be able to fit into the scales of the other. The best steel or
nitrided steel will be best for handpans, as they need to be of the highest grade possible,
resisting all rust and wear. Finishing touches and aesthetics are simply refinements of the
maker's art, so basically, the handpan is worth being an artistic piece with function. Always stick
with a handpan from a reputable maker or brand to ensure reliability and consistency.

Core Components of a Handpan

Like steel drums, in one way, handpans consist of two metal shells hammered into very precise
shapes and joined to form a resonating chamber. The top shell has the centre note, often called
the ding, around which several tone fields or tuned notes are arranged literally in a circle and
hammered in such a way that a single tone field resonates with the others to pitch. The bottom
shell normally has a small hole, the gu, air movement from this hole in and out of the instrument
affecting its acoustic properties.

Usually, all substances for the making of the handpan undergo a nitriding treatment to
strengthen and make them corrosion-resistant. Tuning is the working of substrate steel to find
the target tone, generally in a scale, for example, D minor or Celtic. Double-layer shells are
simply improvements intended to extend, among other properties, the sustain and dynamics of
sound. Such improvements may include the thickness of the metal, how many tone fields they
have, and the mechanical construction they use. The number of tone fields on a good handpan
may vary from 7 to 15, depending on the mode of expression the player is interested in
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exploring, given their skill level.

Key Characteristics of a Quality Handpan

The quality of the handpan, therefore, is primarily judged by how all of these affect the sound
and playability.

1. Material and Build Quality

The better-quality handpans tend to be made from either nitrided steel or stainless steel, with
both imparting a different hue or color to the sound of the instrument. Nitrided steel is probably
warmer and softer to some degree, while stainless steel is brighter and corrosion-free. The
thickness and uniformity of the material are paramount in ensuring resonance and resistance to
damage in the instrument.

2. Tuning Accuracy

Professional handpans undergo the kind of hand-tuning wherein a player will be able to discern
clear harmonious tones. The pitches in the tone fields of a well-made handpan are wholly in
tune with each other; the frequencies are precisely matched with a known musical scale or
mode. Even in the slightest discrepancy, tuning strays away from an instrument's character and
appearance.

3. Number of Tone Fields

Otherwise, anywhere between 7 and 15 tone fields can be found, giving a player various
options in the melodic department. The higher the number of tone fields, the more the player
can get involved in intricate musical compositions. Conversely, more tone fields mean that a
higher tuning accuracy is demanded to maintain the balance and harmony of the instrument.

4. Resonance and Sustain

Sustain and resonance on a handpan bring forth the attribute of the workmanship into the
making of the instrument. The high-quality handpans are designed properly to sustain pleasing
resonance from each of their tone fields for as long a duration as possible. It is this clear
resonance that gives a note the capacity to sing on its own without any distraction from
unwanted overtones.

5. Price and Investment Value

Average prices for a good-quality handpan range from $1500 to $3000, along with the
nomenclature, materials, and manufacture. Cheaper ones do exist, albeit at a compromised
level of tuning quality and life span of the instrument. More money invested is indeed the
willingness of a buyer to actually own a better instrument that will rise in value with time.
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6. Innovative Features

The double-layer shell or extra dampening layers, now accepted as modernistic features,
improve the dynamics of the sound and stability of the instrument. Some of the handpans have
special finishes for aesthetic beauty and corrosion resistance, guaranteeing their durability
through heavy use.

Keeping all these in mind, a player can find a handpan that fits not only into his or her
requirements but also into his or her long-term investment and inspiration.

Stable Tuning

Handpans require tuning stability to make the sound louder and consistent over time. Only such
handpans are said to be good if their tuning is done with the care of an artisan who can shape
and finely adjust steel to obtain the best resonance possible. Good materials mean better
stability; Nitrided steel is the safest option as it is not affected by environmental conditions such
as humidity or temperature variations.

Nowadays, different manufacturers in handpan making have various techniques to stabilize
tuning. Some would even go so far as to utilize computer-aided frequency analysis to fine-tune
individual notes with great precision to minimize the need for their notes to be retuned. Industry
insiders say better-quality handpans are said to remain in tune for many years with minimal
upkeep under regular use. Besides tuning, basic maintenance could assist in keeping the good
tuning, such as cleaning and protective measures that guarantee consistent tone quality and a
wonderful melodic experience to the player.

Clear Tone

Generally speaking, these are recent developments in the process of manufacturing handpans,
which have upgraded the instruments' tonal clarity and therefore have made them accessible
both to professionals and amateurs. Recent studies conclude that an improved handpan is
capable of producing tones with a bigger frequency range that maintain the intensity and depth
of vibration. Regarding materials, examples of improvements come with the use of stainless
steel alloys for better resonance and sustain. Moreover, stainless steel resists corrosion
superbly, thus ensuring its sound quality for a long period.

Such an exact tuning method must thus allow the development of more balanced and refined
harmonics in the instruments. Most handpans are said to have overtone frequencies that can
perfectly resonate with the fundamental tone to give immersive and harmonious qualities to the
sound. Instrument market data point out that the demand for such finely tuned handpans has
been growing at around 20% per annum, which can be considered a good indication of
increasing consciousness toward acoustic quality among such instruments.

Key Factors to Consider Before Buying
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1. Material and Build Quality 

Choose a handpan built with sturdy materials to ensure durability and maintain sound
quality. Mainly stainless steel, as it used to be the most popular choice, because of its
ability to resist rust and corrosion.

2. Tuning and Scale 

Ensure your handpan is properly tuned and offers scales that suit your personal taste as
a player. Some well-known scales are minor, major, and pentatonic, and each offers a
particular feeling or tonality.

3. Brand Reputation 

Choose well-known brands or manufacturing companies with good reviews to have
evidently good craftsmanship and after-sales services.

4. Budget 

Set yourself a price range before buying, and try to go with stuff closest to your range so
that you balance price against quality to get the very best value.

5. Comfort 

Try playing the handpan; if it feels comfortable to play, it should sit comfortably on your
lap and allow an easy transition between notes.

Material and Construction

The handpan's acoustic quality, rust resistance, durability, and playability will long depend on
the materials and manufacturing. Most often, handpans are made of steel or stainless steel. The
stainless steel would lend to a more brilliant, resonating tone--it would not rust even under
extreme humid atmospheres. Nitrided steel, on the other hand, would mold a warmer, slightly
muffled tone with a degree of corrosion resistance.

The quality of construction matters just as much. A thick sheet of steel with less accurate tuning
leads to poor sustain, timbre, and pitch stability. All executive handpans are tuned by hand so
every note is perfectly balanced. To prevent warping or damage over time, many of the finest
pans have special edge reinforcing.

Lastly, check the seamless quality of handpan construction-wise, as anything might interfere
with sound resonance. The pan ought to be smooth and evenly finished, which would ensure
easy playing and good durability. Here, materials and construction come into prominence that
any musician would want to consider to ensure that they play on a dependable and well-
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constructed instrument.

Handpan Scale and Number of Notes

The scales and note numbers are the boundaries of any handpan; thus, the very configuration
of any handpan varies accordingly. Traditionally, handpans would have a central note (ding),
surrounded by notes tuned to a particular scale. Different scales, like D Minor, C Major, or Kurd,
set a different emotional tone: somewhat meditative and relaxing when together, bright and
exhilarating individually.

For a handpan, the number of notes can vary considerably by model, with the variation mostly
ranging from 7 to 15 notes. Less simple can be less conducive to learning, with handpans of
fewer notes providing the richest musical possibilities. On the other hand, larger handpans with
more notes are preferred and played more by advanced musicians for their broader harmonic
capabilities. For example, a regular 9-note handpan might have a ding as the central note and
eight outer notes tuned to harmonies of the scale, so it is easy to play transitions between any
two notes.

Knowing the scale and number of notes will help musicians pick for themselves a handpan
suitable for their musical goals, be it for solo relaxation, performing in groups, or recording.
Other handpans could also be tuned to microtones or a particular cultural scale, allowing for a
more diverse musical expression.

Tuning Frequency: 440 Hz vs. 432 Hz

Tuning frequencies of 440 Hz and 432 Hz differ in their historical use, vibrational qualities, and
perceived emotional and healing impacts.

Key Point 440 Hz 432 Hz
Standard Use Global standard Alternative

Pitch Higher Lower
History Adopted in 1939 Ancient origins
Emotion Neutral Calming
Healing Less emphasized Prominent

Popularity More common Growing interest
Resonance Technical focus Natural harmonics
Preference Universal Subjective

How to Spot a Low-Quality Handpan

It is of utmost importance to avoid low-quality handpans to not experience any form of
disappointment in playing. Here are a few tell-tale signs:
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Poor Tuning: Usually, handpans with inferior tuning give out uneven, dull, or sometimes
dissonant tunes. Check whether the notes resonate properly and harmoniously.
Low-Quality Materials: Check material durability, finish. They often have weak metals
that rust or dent. Inelegant handpans will have rough edges and uneven surface quality.
Reduced Sustain: In comparison, decent handpans should provide a rich, sustained
tone. Fading, quick, or shallow sounds give away bad workmanship.
No Maker's Reputation: Stay clear of handpans from doubtful makers without feedback
or reviews. Implicitly, famous brands or artisans promise quality.

Tuning, materials, tone sustain, and maker's reputation become the fair keys to differentiate,
with confidence, a good handpan from a bad one.

Video Demonstration

A musical presentation on a professional level can serve to review the sound and making of a
handpan. A clear video close-up of the handpan offers a view of the tonal character, resonance,
and sustain of the instrument. It is much better if the demos are conducted in some kind of
acoustical neutrality so that the instrument's sound does not get affected by external
interferences. The response of a handpan to various playing techniques, say with light tapping
or some heavier strikes, should also be considered to determine its versatility.

Sustain of high-quality handpans ranges between 7 and 12 seconds per note, depending on
materials and tuning. Lesser-quality instruments might produce an uneven resonance or an
unwanted metallic ring. Many professionals recognize testing the sound of the notes for their
accuracy as the next important factor, and being clean and perfect in terms of fundamentals and
harmonics that are present in a scale on the handpan, before considering anything through
degrees. Hence, apart from a video that gives an actual demonstration, this method can be
used to bargain for the handpan quality before purchase.

Inconsistent Volume

Inconsistent volume issues on the handpan require attention toward such points as playing
technique, instrument condition, and environmental factors. Unequal striking has been
commonly cited as one of the conflicting factors in volume levels, but try instead to strike more
evenly and with control so that the volume does not drastically change. The environment,
however, works against this matter: if a place creates many echoes or interferences, it will
emphasize every irregularity in the tone, marking some as louder and others as softer-while with
a good acoustic treatment, those irregularities tend to soften into the ear.

In practice, some volume fluctuations can stem from structural deficiencies of the handpan.
Some of the tone fields might be unevenly shaped, not quite well tuned, or have been
compromised with age and use, which in turn will affect their projection of sounds. With the
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latest techniques is also possible to correct volume imbalances with great accuracy by actually
intervening on the tension and pitch of selected notes. Surface cell and all tone fields must be
kept clean to enable vibrations to flow freely: any debris impedes vibration and produces
inconsistency in sound.

In this respect, the handpan ought always to be kept in tune, maintained, and professionally
worked upon in order to allow for the maximum dynamic range to flow out into the sounds with
flexibility and balance.

Price Considerations

Price considerations for the purchase of a handpan depend on workmanship, materials used,
and the reputation of the maker. In general, handpans cost between $1,500 and $3,000, but
exclusives or custom instruments can go well beyond $5,000. Some of these pricing factors
entail the number of notes (scales), the tuning level, and the application of finishes or designs.
Environmentally set entry-level instruments would score down to about $900-$1,200, a price
range that does not severely compromise the sound. Do comparison shopping because some
manufacturers might offer warranty coverage or after-sales assistance. Beyond that, however,
depending on the location of the manufacturer and the destinations of the buyer, shipping costs
and import charges would also have to be calculated.

Summary of Handpan Buying Tips

When buying a handpan, keep several considerations in mind to be truly informed about your
choice. These five detailed tips will assist:

1. Understand Your Budget: 

Depending on build quality, material, and craftsmanship, handpans vary enormously in
price. Entry-level instruments go for approximately $900 to $1,200, with decent sound
quality and some compromises. Premium instruments with top-notch sound quality and
artistic designs can easily run for a few thousand dollars.

2. Choose the Right Scale and Sound: 

Handpans are designed into specific scales, each producing different moods and colors.
Before choosing a scale, consider your musical preferences or use for it. Playing
instruments before you decide or listening to sound samples online will help you to
decide which scales and tones appeal to you most.

3. Do Research on the Manufacturer: 

Likely, a reputable manufacturer will ensure better craftsmanship, be reliable in the
quality of materials used, and offer a warranty or after-sales support. Check for the
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reviews and testimonials that other customers have left to ensure that the company has
an excellent track record. Beware of cheap coal handpans from unknown sources; most
probably, they sell poor-quality sounds.

4. Factor in Additional Costs: 

Depending on the place where the instrument is manufactured and shipped, shipping
fees, import taxes, and customs duties may be applicable. These additional expenses
can change the pricing significantly; therefore, ensure these costs fit your budget.

5. Look at Craftsmanship and Material: 

Build quality determines the handpan's tolerance, longevity, and various aspects of
sound performance. Smooth finish and precision tuning, along with a sturdy build
material, are what you want to hope for. Lack of precision in craftsmanship could also
give rise to inconsistencies in tone or the life span of the instrument.

Following these tips, you can be confident in choosing a handpan that fulfills your musical
needs and is worth the investment. Above all, let your choice be for quality and authenticity to
make your whole musical experience a great experience.

Importance of Patience in Finding the Right Instrument

Finding the right instrument involves time, research, and a keen understanding of quality. If you
rush the decision, you might find yourself with choices that can hardly accommodate your
musical aims or needs. If you delay a bit, you will have sufficient time to compare, evaluate the
craftsmanship, and test the sound quality of a few instruments to understand which one is really
to your taste. Studies show musicians who spend more time choosing among options tend to be
more satisfied with their instrument. Consider the fine aspects regarding the material, the tuning
stability, and the playability of the instrument, as the experience can be greatly enhanced or
completely ruined by these factors. Truly, the right instrument is an investment not just into the
product but in yourself as a growing musician.

Next Steps for Exploring Handpan Scales

Handpan scales involve deep exploration that would need to integrate both experience and
knowledge. Identifying the common scales should be your first step, such as D Minor, Celtic, or
Integral, all giving a distinct atmosphere appropriate for varying moods and genres. Every day,
give yourself time to practice these scales so that your focus rests mostly on the basic patterns
and harmonic possibilities.

Furthermore, analyze the most popular handpan songs to see how professional players inflect
scale variations into their compositions. Joining the handpan community or workshops can
greatly cut down your learning curve by providing real-time feedback and on-the-spot guidance.
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To take a more analytical route, look for applications that show you visually what scales and
notes belong together so that you can get a better picture of how any given scale is put
together.

If you spend your time learning about the dynamics of scales coupled with practicing
consistently, then the full potential of your instrument will open up to you, and you will be
capable of making music that stands out for both you and your audience.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

What should I consider when choosing the right handpan?

Consider the scale, sound quality, and the number of notes before choosing a handpan. The
scale can greatly influence your experience in playing: for example, the Hijaz scale provides a
relatively unique sound that might somehow resonate with your playing style. The quality of the
handpan comes next; look out for established brands and inquire if it is made of ember steel.
Take your time; the right handpan can boost your musical path immensely.

How can I avoid scams when buying a handpan?

A good way of avoiding handpan hiring scams will require you to consciously check on the seller
and their reputation in the world of handpans. Check if there have been prior reviews and
testimonials by previous clients, so as to be sure that you are dealing with a trusted person.
Never trust offers whose prices seem too good to be true because such offers usually indicate
poor quality or outrightly fake products. It is preferable to purchase from a well-established
handpan seller or a reputable online marketplace.

What are the top tips for beginner handpan players?

For beginner handpan players, first comes the need for a good-quality handpan suited to one's
style of playing. Some are of the view that it is better to get one that retains a wider range of
notes because it allows a more versatile melody to be played out. Another approach that many
beginners find easier is getting a handpan with a simple scale so they can just enjoy playing.
Depending on your level of progress, I suggest also investing in a good tuner so that you can
keep your handpan in tune. Regular practice is essential, and you need to be patient with
yourself while learning this beautiful instrument.

How do I know if I'm buying a quality handpan?

Check the workmanship and materials to know if it is a good-quality handpan. A good handpan
should be made of good steel, perhaps ember steel, and possess a distinct sound. Hear the
tones very well. The handpan should give harmonious tones without dissonant overtones.
Check the number of notes along with their arrangement: a quality handpan offers notes spaced
to enhance your experience while playing. Make sure you ask the seller details about how it was
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tuned and the warranty.

What is the difference between a handpan and a tongue drum?

The primary distinction between a handpan and a tongue drum lies in the way they are
constructed and how they produce sound. That is to say, handpans usually produce far more
percussive and harmonic sound compared with tongue drums, which have softer tones because
of their design. The handpans are played with the hands so as to allow for a greater range of
dynamics, whereas the tongue drums can be played with mallets or with the hands, depending
on how they want to be played. If you are new to this, the tongue drum is easier to get started
with, whereas the handpan promises a deep experience.
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