Handpan Care: Tips for Keeping Your Handpan in Tune

How to Maintain Your Handpan

It is important to take care of your handpan to maintain its aesthetic value and its sound. To
begin with, you must avoid getting the instrument wet, since this causes rusting or corrosion of
the steel with time. You may use a soft material, such as a microfiber cloth, to wipe your
handpan after use in order to clear sweat and oil that might be transferred from your hands. In
addition to these measures, applying oil specifically made to protect steel instruments may turn
out to be helpful by forming a protective wall against rust and other elements while preserving
the beauty of the instrument. However, try not to use any polishes or vigorous cleaning
instruments, since these will most likely damage the finely-tuned notes by scratching them. To
store the handpan use a bag or suitcase with a soft interior and make sure the instrument is not
exposed to high or low temperatures or sunlight. Musicians who regularly use the instrument will
agree that after one to two or three years, such a handpan should be serviced monthly or
yearly. To take away some of these handpan problems, you should always do such
maintenance in such a way that your handpan will be in good working order for a longer period
and get the bass and high notes intact during every service. Since most handpans develop
mechanical defects either soon or much later through use, these defects must be checked. In
this case, repair involves a professional's own equipment to fix the handpan dent rather than
replacing it.

Overview of the Handpan

The handpan has an attractive contemporary design complemented by its harmonized tones,
drawing attention as a percussion instrument. The instrument is known to have emerged in the
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early 2000s, intending to incorporate modern technology in the traditional steelpan instruments.
Made of upper and lower steel shells chiseled and struck harmoniously, a handpan can craft
soothing soundscapes of high character and purity. Special notes occupy every polished
surface with the formed-out pattern, either being one or the other: diatonic or pentatonic. This
even allows amateurs to perform some pretty nice music. The peacefulness, job, and
therapeutic abilities of the handpans are some of the reasons why their adoration continues to
rise across the world. This instrument is widely used, especially in yoga and relaxation sessions,
including sound healing therapy, among other relaxation practices used for the calmness of its
tones. The making of handpans is a very intricate art that involves skillful abilities, such that the
instruments are made by hand and their tuning is a difficult task. This has cajoled some
developments in these manufacturing know-how in terms of how they are made, what they are
made of, and their robustness in opposition to corrosion. The average cost of a high-quality
handpan ranges between $1,500 and $3,000, which is clear proof of the amount of complexity
in this art. Attending to playing it and the effect its too allows us to see how beautiful it is despite
the fact that it is very fragile; this makes the handpan interesting for regular people and
professionals. Its ability to be played in different genres of music, in that regard, denies any
claims of being an instrument for only traditional, boring, or deceptive music.

Importance of Maintenance

Purpose of the Article

The article aims to delve into details when it comes to explaining how one can fix different types
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of handpan problems they encounter effectively in real-life situations. State-of-the-art trends and
information have been blended with very handy maintenance practices, which not only help the
reader in dealing with the instrument but also explain how to do so in a way that the instrument
remains effective over time. There are strategies, diagrams, facts, and ideas provided in this
article that are aimed at demonstrating the essence of maintaining equipment, other than just
usage, without making the same mistakes over and over again. If this is not your first time or it is
your first time playing a handpan, worry not, this book has simple, easy-to-follow, and
refreshingly new tactics that will enable you to protect your piece of instrument even after
playing it for a long time.

Common Handpan Problems and Solutions

Having a handpan and taking care of it is a big plus, but also a huge responsibility. When you
own an instrument, you have to exercise care and be mindful to ensure its longevity. We have
highlighted some of the issues that handpan owners experience, including recommendations on
how to remedy them and even how to avoid them.

1. Rust and Corrosion

Rusting is among the issues experienced most often, especially in rainy/humid environments.
This is because rust not only spoils one's gaze upon a handpan but also ruins its tone. It is
advisable to keep your handpan dry, preferably in an environment with regulated temperatures
and humidity, using a soft fabric suitable for glass cleaning after each practice session. A
protective coating in the form of oil, for instance, Phoenix Oil or Frog Lube, applied once every
few weeks, will also help in combating the level of moisture.

2. Dents and Damage

Handpan problems include visible dents from the steel surface of the handpan, and they occur
in most cases due to rough handling of the instrument. To fix a handpan dent, a simple tool, a
repair rod, was designed for that purpose many years ago. Handpans are not as tough as they
seem. Due to their sophisticated structures, if mishandled, either dropped from a height or
subjected to extreme force, they can cause satisfactory deformation, which changes the tonal
resonance of the handpan. If you are traveling with a handpan, use a padded bag and do not
pack anything on top of it. Advise people to follow proper techniques of using the handpan to
prevent occurrences of accidental injuries while playing the instrument.

3. Tuning Problems

Also, in some instances, the best handpan is prone to losing its fine-tuned sound even if not
played due to the surrounding environment or playing practices. It gives an unpleasant sound
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meaning, as if the Soca tune is calling for tough times. Visit professional handpan turners
immediately to raise the weapon to get the swords. A game part can help avoid the handpan
problems.

4. Cleaning Stains

As one plays the handpan, and to avoid discoloration or poor clarity, oils from the hand and any
dirt on the surfaces accumulate on the handpan. To prevent this from happening, clean your
handpan with a slightly wet cloth after playing sessions (shell out water or weak soap and
water). Do not use any rough materials that may cause scratches on the surface.

5. Handling and Storage

Careless storage means physical damage as well as environmental exposure. To begin with, it
is first of all not advisable to leave a handpan in the car for long durations. It is also not a good
idea to keep this instrument in temperature-changing areas very often. Buying a handpan bag
or a proper stand will help in keeping the Safety of the instrument intact in terms of its structure.

By practicing the aforementioned maintenance and care, you can prolong and improve
the functioning of the handpan, making it a fun experience every time you play it.

Dents and Deformations

Handpan problems shouldn't be far-fetched. Dents and even in the event of deformations, a
handpan could end up sounding different or even worse than performing its intended purpose.
Dents if not careful, can always result from a fall or rough treatment of the instrument. In case of
a dent, it can sometimes interfere with the concerned note, making it go out of tune because of
a shift in the frequency and sound resonance. If deformations occur often, the structure of the
instrument, harmonics, and refractivity might change, making its sustains less engaging. To
avoid dents, make it a point to use only a firm, soft padded bag, handpan cases when
transporting, and always hold the handpan at a unique grip of the hand. However, in the case
that it is already damaged, do not repair it yourself and instead, seek assistance from a qualified
handpan mechanic to reassemble the instrument and to bring back sound and function. Taking
preventive measures and routines will eventually allow the handpan to remain operational and
maintain the aesthetics of its sound.

Rust and Corrosion
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mong the myriad of issues at the disposal of a musician, rust is one of the few that can
interfere with the longevity and performance of his handpan. It occurs when the moisture and
oxygen are allowed to react with the metal surface after the physical protection of the handpan
has been violated. Over the years, rust can change the color of the handpan and create small
holes in the handpan which weakens its structure. In humid environments, salt-filled air and
humidity, steel ignited with dirt is known to be one of the most vulnerable types of rust to
corrosion. In order to avoid corrosion and rust a handpan must be cleaned frequently with a soft
and lint-free cloth and no chemicals must be used for cleaning. A thin protective layer of
coconut or mineral oil would help protect the handpan from moisture. Storing the handpan in a
place that is dry, at stable temperatures, and low humidity would help protect the handpan even
more. Research from material durability tests shows that musical instruments kept with silica gel
packets or under dehumidified storage conditions have far less corrosion compared to
excessive corrosion from uncontrolled storage conditions. Following these steps would help in
preserving the handpan in great shape, both visually and in terms of acoustical output.

Scratches and Surface Damage

Despite this precaution, the outlook and the color of a handpan can be ruined by a few cuts or
scratches. It is one thing to have small abrasions here and there, which is usually worryingly enl
cosmetic; however, with deep scratches, one can expect some of the intricately adjusted spots
to go out of tune and therefore the overall sound of a handpan to change. Other studies of
tuned percussive instruments indicate that the best practices in avoiding damage in the
surfaces include only light dust wiping with a microfiber and avoiding sharp objects completely.
Similarly, the importance of using a customized hollow case for the protection of the handpan
problems/shrinks the incidences of impacts or wear and tear is very high. When it comes to a
remedy for scratches on the surface, some experts suggest the application of a very thin layer
of mineral oil on that part, which helps in preventing rust in that part as well as hiding the
scratches. This has to be in place for a handpan to remain beautiful and playable in its intended
form.

How to Fix a Handpan Dent

Let's fix the handpan problems with respect to the occurrences of a dent. It's a minor surgery on
a precious instrument. When the handpan is loved for its sound, the only right practice would be
to go in search of an expert handpan tuner. However, in situations where there is no one
available at the moment to repair it, a rubber or plastic small mallet will be helpful in hitting the
handpan from the lower sides around the dent lightly. The handpan must be placed on a
padded or sturdy surface; otherwise, the dent will be easily repaired at the expense of more
scratches or damage. Ensure that the tapping is very soft and there are not no places where
this could form an attack for the object to be handled. Nevertheless, the best course of action is
to take it to a specialist and perform the dent in a way that will not compromise the sound of the
instrument.
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Assessing the Damage

Before you engage in repairing the body of the handpan, scale through the instrument and
confirm whether there is some level of damage. Look out for whether the handpan problems are
minor, such as compacting of surface steels or deeper distortion, such as cracks. Available
research studies suggest that in numerous instances, particular types of dents can cause pitch
changes of as much as a semitone or even greater are at the tone scales, and mainly at the
apex where this kind of dent commonly rests. Flashlight examination of the affected areas is
used and should consist of any cracks or unusual features, especially if the edges appear
raised or distorted. This kind of assessment is handy as it helps determine whether the
instrument will be overhauled or not, so that insurance plans in place or the manufacturer's
warranty can be honored fully for the full duration.

When to Seek Professional Help

In case the loss [damage] causes deformations with/without edge cracks, however, professional
help with handpan problems is needed. These kinds of issues require professional intervention
and/or inspection because otherwise, they would result in the loss of the handpan. An
experienced repairer for handpan who has the right kind of tools will be able to repair those
handpan problems efficiently. Also, they can help in restoring the sound of the instrument
without any warping. Even repair rules change when the damage gets out of hand. It is common
knowledge that such unjudicial behavior, together with house breaking and ineffective home
remedies, i.e. as fixing it with knowledge from nowhere or do-it-yourself kits, aggravates the
situation and causes more damage with more repairing costs incurred. Giving time and allowing
qualified repairers do their work helps maintain the sound of that particular handpan by
prolonging its life.

Preventing Handpan Problems

6/12



Proper Handling and Storage

Temperature 60-75°F (15-24°C)
Humidity 40-60% relative humidity
Case Type Hard case or protective foam flight case
Hand Cleaning Always use clean, dry hands when handling

Using and storing your handpan correctly will allow you to enjoy its full potential and the
pleasure it gives. Always keep your handpan away from indirect handling with dirty or wet hands
in order to avoid any hand oils or liquid moisture transferring to it and causing destruction. Pack
your handpan in a hard case or protective as it prevents the instrument from hitting or falling on
objects. Keep it in an area with stable temperature and relative humidity, preferably between 60
and 75 degrees Fahrenheit and 40 to 60 percent humidity, to prevent damage in the grade
steel. Additionally, do not place anything that is heavy on your handpan. Doing this prevents the
instrument from getting dents or going out of shape. If you are thinking of going on a vocational
trip with your handpan.sn packing the instrument, think if it is well placed in a protective cover,
then ensure it is unloaded onto a foam flight case. Storage and handling of the handpan can be
as easy to perform as following the provisional measures in order for the handpan to remain
usable for longer periods of time.

Regular Maintenance

Proper maintenance of your handpan is important to preserve the equipoise and structure. Start
with a cleaning cloth to clean the surface of your handpan from dust and fingerprint marks.
Avoid using cleansing agents or scourers on your handpans as they can damage the steel's
corrosion-resistant coating. In a case where such situations arise where the handpan has
cooling requirements, | recommend use oil-free cleaning agents and solvents. Some special
instrument oils need to be used on your handpan surface in one to three months to avoid
corrosion. This is especially true in places that have high humidity. High-quality mineral or
instrument oils should be cleaned with clean pieces of cloth after their application, such that
there are no traces of soap on the handpan material. Keep Handpans in a confined and well-
aerated space and control both the temperature and humidity levels. Humidity levels that are
too high, over 60% or too low, below 40% will promote steel rusting. Check your handpan
regularly for small wear and dents. Tiny dents can affect the tuning of your handpan. If the dents
are large, seek assistance from a professional tuner for sound quality restoration. These regular
maintenance tips will help keep the tone of your instrument beautiful every time you play as well
as extend its lifespan.
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Playing Techniques

The process of learning how to play the handpan involves excellence in the use of the hands to
strike the instrument, proper control and most important of all, good timing. For the sound to be
clean and clear, avoid using nails or the tips of the fingers. Instead, strike with the pads of the
fingers. When playing, engage the handpan problems actively so touch by the player's hand is
optimal. Keep in mind also the position of your hands because in most cases each note or area
of the handpan is associated with a certain tone so try to hit from different sides to see which
sound it gives and how the melodies turn out. One should regulate such aspects of use, which
include the restriction of the volume and speed of finger contact. Dealing with softer hits, one
can achieve moderate and soft vibrations, while more power will increase the volume and make
the handpan more resonant. Use skillful stroke hand techniques where the hands hit the
handpan in turn or add some moderate palm hits in order to reinforce the beats. In addition,
mixing the physical and the emotional vibration helps attain dynamic and attractive rhythms.
Gently bending the bottom upward will also help fix the handpan dent effectively if the dented
area is grooved. Handpan players with a high level of proficiency can play not only sliding notes

a technique involving 'sliding' a finger from one key to the next — but also the use of harmonics
by ‘feather—light' playing over a section of the handpan, creating overtone sounds. In order to
showcase this particularly special instrument's sounds, each performance, in itself, has to be
interestingly locked with perfect timing and techniques. So practice, practice, and practice more
because that will help some muscles as well as creative cells and go high in using their
techniques.

Choosing a Reliable Handpan Repair Service

When meeting the criteria for a handpan problem repair contractor, a number of substantial
factors should be analyzed for the interest of one's musical equipment. First and foremost most
it is important to look into the level of skill and knowledge the repair person or company has. It's
always advisable that one goes for persons who encompass handpan repair as a specialization
and whose reputation is visible as regards the different designs and tunes they have done
before. This enhances understanding of how the instrument works one repairs — how it is
constructed and how it can be maintained without tampering with the tonal aspects of the
instrument. It is also important to consider repair service providers who employ the best tools
and top-grade materials for repairs. It sustains the structure of the handpan, saving it from most
probable harm. Reviews and narratives from customers are invaluable references that can shed
light on a repair service for its appropriateness and strength. A customer will look for good
reviews where they shall include good workmanship, thoroughness, and quick response.
Turnaround time and cost transparency are also important considerations. If a repair service is
quality, it will provide an estimated timeline to completion as well as cost estimates so that there
are no surprise costs. Finally, it's best to look for services that have a maintenance package
after the repair is complete, which helps in keeping the handpan problems at bay for a longer
period. Following these guidelines allows you to choose a repair service that is of good quality
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and places importance in ensuring that the instrument you care about so much lasts for as long
as possible.

Finding a Skilled Tuner

When finding a handpan tuner, one will look at both the status that the person has built over the
ears and their skill level. This is because tuners are, in essence, players of difficult-to-tune
musical instruments who often help in the adjustment of instruments. These people have high
sensitivity to sounds, equipment, methods of work, and physical way of fine—tuning. These could
include re-time handpans after a while as they are maintained in their original condition. It is
said that handpan problems occur every year or two, although it is essentially most contingent
on its usage and the measures taken, including the situations under which it is held. For
instance, they can become compromised when they are intensely played or exposed to
excessive humidity, heat or cold or other adverse conditions. In this case, it will make finding a
suitable tuner involve checking the list of insurance cost of the handpan, along with its usage.
To gain customers' trust, leading tuners often present some examples of the musical
instruments they have already set. Meanwhile, other tuners are known to employ high-
performance software used for sound wave analysis, which allows them to refine their tuning
skills. While searching for a tuner, always inquire about their working experience and tools used
in their activities, and any kind of feedback from their clients. Questions about Tuning
methodology, necessary repair without doing away with an instrument if any, complaints and
reasons provided by the tuner are to be answered by all efficient tuners. Finding solutions to
handpan problems is problematic. Perhaps one could learn how to fix a handpan dent and
practice on various objects to prove their understanding. Remember, these are principles.

Recap of Handpan Problems

Although handpans are great instruments, they still have their share of handpan problems that
may affect their sound or even hinder it completely. One such problem is the handpan going out
of tune due to excessive playing or extreme temperatures and other changes in the
environment. When this occurs, the notes sound out of tune, and the players don't enjoy the
sound coming from the devices anymore. This is a protected issue, and between corrosion or
rusting is the most frequent of the two. Most of the time, rusting is the main issue where the
handpans have never been kept transferable or even looked after. This is further compounded
by the presence of water or unfavorable storage. Besides sound reason, it is also worth noting
that rusting changes the appearance of an instrument. More so, there are also the scratches
and the dents incurred as a result of either dropping the piece or careless use. These dents and
scratches alter the shape of the steel and affect the sound. Several studies estimated that even
small surface damage to the handpan may have an impact on sound waves, Audi, because of
the harmonics handpan consists of which are the result of exact mathematical equations and
the elasticity of the material. This is why it is useful to hire Curtin Student and Collections
Account West handpan tuners or technicians to work on a contract for the performance
maintenance. Adopting and following care practices such as the use of protection cases and
regular application of rust preventative oil can go a long way in extending the life of the
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handpan.

Importance of Regular Care

Apart from not doing handpan problems listed above, it is vital to regularly clean and store
properly in a temperature-controlled environment for consistent sound quality and optimum
handpan condition. Periodic maintenance of the instrument allows it to hold its extremely
precise sound and maintain the harmonic precision from the very beginning. In this respect, it is
essential to understand that moisture, fluctuations of the temperature, foreign particles, among
other environmental aspects, may cause material damage to the handpan, leading to loss of
tonal variance and vibrational integrity features. This can be done by simply fusing additional
cleaning where necessary and treating the metal with an oil, which prevents corrosion. And in
addition, whenever a handpan is being carried around, it could be placed into a padded case
which would reduce any chances of the instrument getting scratched or any of the other dents
that can occur, especially while traveling. Such a practice is good for an instrument for it
improves one's playing skill and enables the instrument to keep sending out the beautiful noise
that it makes for a longer period of time.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQS)

How can | maintain my handpan to avoid dents?

Handpan problems like dents are preventable most of the time, provided you handle it very
carefully and don't use any harsh chemicals while cleaning them. You could fix a handpan dent
if it is not very large. Wiping the handpan after playing with a clean micro fibre cloth is an
important step of maintenance. Finally, carrying the handpan in a bag is the best way to make
sure that you do not drop or hit the handpan accidentally. A few people understand the
protected damage retaining house excerpts of the steel sound sculpture in a nook.

What are the best practices for cleaning your handpan?

Use only a dry or clean microfiber cloth when cleaning the surface of your handpan. Avoid
wiping the handpan with harsh chemicals, as these chemicals can damage the metal and alter
the sound of the handpan. However, the application of handpan oil is advisable since it protects
against moisture and rust. Also, ensuring regular cleaning of one's hands prevents any
accumulation that may cause rust and keeps the handpan in good shape. And finally, after
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cleaning, do not fail to check the handpan to make sure there is no deterioration or damage.

How can | protect my handpan from rust?

To avoid handpan problems, the best practice is to keep it in such conditions where the
temperature does not change too rapidly. Insist on not letting the handpan be exposed to wet
weather. This is aimed at tackling the rusting of the handpan. This is done in the use of
handpan oil, which in turn creates shielding from rust, and this high level of atmospheric
moisture content. As a rule, after playing the handpan, always dry it with a dry cloth. When even
the slightest rust appears, clean and oil the drum so as to avoid damaging it further.

What should | do if my handpan is out of tune?

Should the musical instrument be warped, it is crucial to examine and locate any defects to the
instrument, from scratches to cracks, when there are handpan problems. In most cases, the
instruments go out of tune when the temperature fluctuates. Wait for the handpan after tuning to
return to the normal room temperature. Alternatively, it may be advisable for a specialist to
rectify the handpan. Systematic upkeep of the handpan relieves any tension of it being out of
tune, and it sounds as clear as possible.

How do I transport my handpan safely?

A carrying case with a hard external frame and padding for the handpan is necessary when
moving it to avoid handpan problems. Pack it in such a way that it won't shake within the bag.
Moreover, do not put things on top of this case if you are trying to save the handpan because it
might damage it or cause dents. If it is travel that you have planned, make sure that the
handpan is always kept at room temperature to avoid tuning problems. Do not act rashly and
treat the handpan properly, especially in traveling, in order to avoid breaking it.
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